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Divine Healing

AS taught in the Bible, showing that Christ
made atonement for sickness as well as for sin.

By Geo. R, PENNEY.

Having been requested to set forth my views and faith
concerning  Divine healing ” of * human sickness and dis-
eases ' by  the prayer of faith,” T would say first, that it is
not what is known as ““ mind cure” or  Christian science’’
so-called.  “ Divine healing” and *“ mind cure’” are two
entirely different things.

“ Mind cure ”or * Christian science ” is simply * spirit-
ualism  with a new name, Mrs. Eddy, its founder and
teacher, was a spiritnalistic for years before she went into
what she calls “ Christian science,” But it is no part of the
Chriztian religion whatever,

Christianity is founded on the divinity of Christ and His
vicarious alonement on the cross for the sins of the world,
his bodily resurrectiop from the dead on the third day, and
His ascension to the right hand of God, a glorified man in
heaven, as the believer's high priest, presenling His own
shed blood and broken body as the cround of His interces-
sion with God for all who beljeve in Him.

All this ** Christian science” denies ; so that I repeat the
assertion, that so-called *“ Christian science ” is no part of
the Christian religion, Furthermore, all “ mind cure ” heal-
ers charge theirpatients (with some exceptions) so much a
visit, usually one dollar. They teach them that there is no
such thing as pain, sickness or death, if they will only
persuade themselves so to beljeve.

God's gifts are all free, and cannot be merited or pur-
chased, or made merchandise of by any one ; and the Bible
plainly teaches that there is pain, sickness and death, and
will be until the end of the world,
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I write thus because many suppose that “ divine heal-
ing " by simply believing the “promises of Gad, and carry-
ing out the divine direction as taught in the New Testament,
(James v:ig, 16) and © Christian science,” so-called, are
one and the same thing.

What, then, does the! Bible teach conceining sickness
and divine healing. “All true Christians accept the Bible as
the inspired authoritative word of God, ‘and profess to believe
itall. But the question might very properly be asked. « Da
they really bielieve what they profess to ' Let us sce.

The Bible teaches that God made the world and all
things therein good, “ yea, very good” ; and man was made
in the image of God and given' dominion over the works of
God, so far as this earth is concerned. He was made per-
fect, with 2 will, and hence the power of choice to believe
and obey his maker, or to dishelisve and disobev him. He
chose to dishelieve and disobey him, ;1lthough warned of
rod that the prnalty of disobedience  would be death. So
that pain, sickness and death entered our world by sin,

The Lord  Jesus Christ, the second man, and the last
Adam. came into the world to redeem 7] that was lost by the
tirst Adam’s disobedience and fall, =
“The Son of man is come to seek and t
lost."—TLuke xix: 10.

AS SIN AND SICKNESS

0 save that which was

both entered our world by the disobedience of one man,
and as all who are born into it are o more responsible for
the one than the other, God hag provided o ]-f_xme(i.‘- coextons
sive with the.disease as, a free gift 1o ali. ] it

“For God so loved . the world tha He
San that whosoever believeth in Him
everlasting life."—John iii : 16.

]T}:le Lord ‘]‘i’-‘*lls Christ performed 4
while here on earth.  You have tg take s the it cnsual
glance at his life to  discover how o :;b?;lltl‘lhllt]f:: c?iui“t
double ministry.  He healed the ek and foreave the qi;n;;fii
e fed the hungry with bread for their I'rfn]'iﬁe:; and He [ed
the penitent with bread for (heiy souls, e -;a‘id‘ o ey
suffering woman, “ Thon ar laosed from T-l‘ii;@ inﬁr.mi.l)\"'.‘
and 1o another sinning woman, Thy ‘55‘111: '])P fm-u-i'\"cu.
thee.  Trom the day he began hig carthly ministry {ill the
day He finished it by enlering intg olory, two things could

gave His anly begotten
should net perish but have

double ministry
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be said of him, and the one just as truly as the other.
*“ Himself took our infirmities and bare our sickness,” and
“ Himself bare our sins in His own body on the tree.’"—
Matt. viii . 16, 17. i. Pet, ii : 24. :

Over and over again the statement is made in the Gos-
pels.  He healed all that were sick.” As many as touched
bim were made whole,” showing conclusively that He is the
healer of the bodies of His people, (i.e. of all who will believe
in Him and accept Him personally by faith,) as well as the
Saviour of their souls. Or, in other words, He heals their
sicknesses as well as forgives their sins. The same book
that declares that He bare our iniguities, just as plainly
declares that He bare our infirmities and sicknesses.

"Who forgiveth all thy iniquities ; who healeth all thy diseases.’
Psalms ciii,, 3.

" They brought unto him many that were possessed with devils
{demons) ; and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all
that were sick: That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by
Isaiah the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities and bare our
sicknesses.”—Matthew viii. : 16, 17.

Here we have a divine interpretation of Isaiah liii., 4, 5,
which reads : :

* Surely he hath borne our griefs (literally sicknesses) and carried
our sorrows, yet we did esteem him stricken of God and afflicted, But
he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our ini-

quities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his
stripes we are healed.”

My position is simply this : If Christians accept the one
statement. ‘That Christ bare our sins in His own body on
the cross,” they are bound, in order to be consistent with
their own profession, to believe the other statement, that
“ He bare our infirmities and sicknesses” also ; for the same
book that declares the one just as plainly declares the other.
Hence to be consistent, they must accept both statements, or
else reject both, for they stand or fall together. Christians
believe that the atonement of Christ was perfect, so far as
bearing all their sins is concerned ; and they cannot add 1wt
by anything that they can do, but simply accept it by faith
and. receive tull pardon for their sing, ’ i

“He was delivered far aur offences, and raised again for our jus-

tification. Therefore being justfied by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gitt of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. By grace are ve saved through
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faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God ; Not of works
lest any man should boast.”—Romans iv: 25, v: 1; vi:23. Ephe-
sians ii: 2-9.

1F THIS BE TRUE:
of the atonement in regard to sin, that we cannot add toit by
any merit or works, but simply accept - healing of the soul or
forgiveness and cleansing from sin by faith, it is egqually true
concerning sickness and disease. We are to receive healing
of the body in precisely the same way that we do for the soul ;
by faith as the free gift of God, on the: ground of the perfect
alpnement of Christ on the cross, who bare our sins and
sickness both alike.
Why, then, take drugs to help. God in the matter?
«“ Oh! but God uses means,” says one, ‘‘and we must
{ise all the means we can, and then ask God’s blessing upon
the means.”

Christains would rezard the same argument in regard Lo
forgiveness of sins as an insultto God, in attempting to heip
God out, by a:dding to the perfect atonement of Christ. Why
then, attempt to help God in. healing the body? Drugs or
medicine may be used only by the unbeliever notknowing the
healing power of God; but what need has the Christain for
them since God bhas provided a better way by laying our
sicknesses on His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord
and Saviour ?

_ Gfogl does use means in saving the soul? He has sent
His ministers into ail the world to preach the gospel to every
creature, and declares. * He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be condemned.”

And again He says. “Ti we -believe with our hearts,
and c_unffess with our mouths the Lord Jesus, we shall he
saved. ' For \\-’}}osqever shall eall upon the name of the Lard
s;hnll; be sa\-‘_ed,’ These‘ are Fhe means (od uses to save the
:;C:?ql ,1engalstm s;n[r.':lrt{? (‘,_lmst.q \\'o_rk ‘nf f_Ltone;nellt, but as a
simp and . expression of our faith in His death. burial
and ' resurrection. :

b O T e e e (e e
means He uses? There 1‘; {Ju‘t“!mql UDJ: \ !’Jat,l‘tbenl, " lh?
command in the New Testament t c .,_‘_f:ﬂ.{.}dl P Sl

imal 1 ‘ o Christaing who
that is found in James v., 14-16,

are sick;
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" Is any sick among you ? Let him call for the elders cf the church,
and let them pray over him, ancinting, him with oil in the name of
the Lord. And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord
shall raise him up ; and if he have committed sins they shall be for-
given him. Contess your faults one to another, and pray one for
another, that ye may be healed. The effectual, fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much.”

It does not say that theoil shall heal him, but ©*The
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prayer of faith shall -save the sick.

It might be asked, faith in what?

1 answer, faith in the atoning blood of Jesus, who bore
our sicknesses on the cross.

The simple means used is only a test and expression of
our faith in the power and willingness of God to heal the
sick. If it be urged that such simple means looks so foolish
and unreasonable, that few care to test them for fear of
failure, and then they would lose their reputation and be call-
ed simpletons and fanatics by the world, 1 would call your
allention to God’s 'word in lsa. Iv, 8.9.

¢ For my thoughts arc not your thoughts, neither are your ways
my ways, saith the T.ord. Far as the heavens are higher than the
carth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than
your thoughts.”

Again 1. Cor. 1., 25:27, 28

 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men ; and
the weakness of God is stronger than men. Gqcl hath chi?sen the
foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath
chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which
e michty: and base things of the wqud, and things \\:]11(;]1 are des-
pised, Tiath God chosen, and things which are not, to bring to nought
things thatare: That no flesh should glory in his presence.

WE HAVE MAN YI ILLUSTRATIONS

of God. e.g.: The children of
Israel marching around ]erichp and blowipg tl‘lelr horns,
and the walls falling down. (See Joshua "1-)_GI_C1601‘1 and
his 300 men, with their torches and broken p%chers, over-
coming a mighty..Jost. (See ]udges vn.)Pl L”aaman, the
leper, washing seven 1mes in_Jordan ani ?m?_ cured of
leprosy. (See 1L Kings v.}) The bitten srae ites being
cured of the poisonous bite of the serpents by looking at
2 piece of brass made into the form of a serpent, (See
Numbers xxi,} Christ spat on the ground and made clay

of this in the word
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of the spittle and put the clay on 2 blind man’s eyes and
told him to go and wash, and  he obeved and came seeing.
See (John ix).

I donot think that any of the means used in these
Cases I have cited accomplished the desired results in
themselves, but it was God's way, and a test of their faith,
and they obeyed God, leaving the results with Him. Men
would laugh at the means used in every one of these
cases, and denounce all who would follow such foolish
directions now as simpletons and fanatics; but the desired
end was attained in each case,

God works on the same principles to-day. e is
eternal and unchangeable, -

It is urged by many that the day of miracles has
gone by, that the directions given by God through James
concerning the sick were for the early church, but not for
the present time.

_ Where any one gets his authority for snch a position
/will be difficult to determine ; but it is very certain that'he
does not get his authority from God’s word. And be it
understood that I write only from the Christian standpoint,
that the Bible is the inspired authoritative word of God to
men, and our only infallible guide for oqur faith and
practice.

In Matt. iv. 4, we read, “Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God.” Again Matt xxiv,, 35, “ Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but my word shall net pass away.”
Again z Timothy iii : 16, 17, “All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine. for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness - that
the man of God may be P“—I'fCCt,_thoroughly furnished unto
;}‘Ilgc}od works.” In closing the inspired canon of Scripture,
God declares (Revelation xxii,, 18, 19) that whosoever
shall add to or take from his book shal] be A
: She punished.
So much for the word of Ged.

_ Nowa word concerning Christ himself,
 his apostles after his resurrection,
divine commission (Matthew xxviij -
given unto me in heaven and in egph,
and-teach all nations, baptizing them in
Father and of the Son and of the Mgy Gha

He said to
when giving them his
18, 20) “ All power is
Gp ye therefore
the name of the
st, teaching them
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lo observe all things whatsocver I have cmnmnm—lcd you, and
lo, T am with vou always, even unto the end of the world.
Amen.”  Again Heb. xiii: 8, says “ Jesus Christ the same
yesterday, and to-day and for ever.” . L

We learn from these statements that Jesus Christ and
his word are divine and eternal and unc]lengCﬂhIM :‘”"Il
what was true eighteen hundred years ago is true LO-LEE‘I"‘;.
The change is ot with God or His word, bu with i those
who profess to believe in both. God Says : ** With God all
things are possible.”  Again: ** All things are possible 1o
nim that believeth.” j :

~ THE SIMPLE QUESTION IS
f ; AL Gl ol \ esent  time
fthen, Do prefessing Christians - at the g‘fllt‘betn: e
believe the Bible in its entirety ? It is very C”; e 1.0‘ -u;tl
who  do not 1.)1.0“,‘% to believe it, that they {O.IDO '.::]L'r s
when one does believe .it, he is denounced by .1 1}6‘1{"{,00};‘
a fool, crank, fanatic, lunatic, fle. S0 f”tl_”_'s}t SR e
tel gt T rr o qct » praver of tait.
of :.111\1116 healing " by ll}‘— I”]“L-:-'?[‘ heen healed of a num-
Now what are the facts? I have be secsed  repeated
ber  of diseases myseif. 1 have “'“mf' hundriefh of
miracles of healing the past year. 1 know ot e P{:réoﬂ‘i
cases of miraculons healing in the, United States.

: ; = umption, paralysis.
have been cured of cancer, tumors, COns Ilaqf:;esq near-
dropsy, spinal troubles, malarial lever, .L]L{Chﬂ of fifteen
sightedness, toothache, rupture, neryous htd(]—cjnds s
years' standing, throat troubles of various :i\'spt’fp‘si’t Ia
scarlet fever, typhoid fever, liver troubles, d
grippe, fte. in t hurct
grippe, N 2 church

Many of these diseases have been LLIiLtirI]:;D th;mbers
of ‘Attleboro of which 1 was the pastor. i instantly
have been cured of la grippe withina “8%’3 M anchastar
(_?I]B Sl II}C“-I]’lheI.S Mr. I-{C_Ill'j ql:lﬁ‘r- L:II]\p]f'J;'in';'
was in the last stage of consump_ﬂoilxl ‘1 WaE },e}lluﬁ
the ‘best medical help  he could: find, anc ¥
by God inted
by God., L se pioht that 1 anoeintec

s -aled one woman in one nig
7~ God healed one heen sick for vears, and was nigh
and prayed for, who had been sick : ‘as pronounce

) : 1 eoven physicians and was prono
unto death; _She had seven physicians abd 802 L0 70 o
: 5 i brain trouble, spinal trouble, He:
incurable. = She had brain LG

trouble, catarrh of the .:lmn;llcll

and partial paralysis of one
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si_cl.e‘ She_wall-:ed quite a distance to' meeting the next
night, and in four days T baptized her in the river.

I saw ";.] \xl'_loman receive her sight, in New Yoik, in a
/moment who had been blind 12 years, H - was
/mome : 2 years, er name was
( Miss Ida Benedict, &

. Elder A. B. Simpson of New York, president of the
Christian Alliance, was a perfect wreck ‘physically, and was
healed bgi (J!od, and cun testify of many cases that have
come under his own personal observation that g
Jome _ have been

The same is true of Elder Charles W . Ryder of Provi-

dence, R.I. He told me that he had seen more than five—

hundred cases of “ divine healing.”
Miss Carrie Judd of Buffalo, has had a wonderful
experience in the same line.

' living go together.

_Let it be understood that Divine healine mu i)
received by simple faith in the atonement of jes?m 'j‘l -}e'
we receive forgiveness of sins ; and that when \»:3 IJECb ‘u’
Jesus as our life and health for the body, as well as ell\L'
soul, that it is faith then every moment for, ti}le I '19"5: IL'H'
lo be made manifest in our body, in the same \vq\"oflli \sw Ife
for the soul. (2 Cor iv, 10, 11.) It .is no ]Og;e; jchl.
‘natural health and strength, but the Lord’'s life 11?-1 ?Hl e
in us, continued as long as we abide in I—I}m rm:j ilq Emg%}?

' OE 1_1?50111_&1' words, so long as we cont]nue‘ to Iitcmhglb'ﬁ
-\0 edient lives. When we disobey God and sin, we los}é;

communion with Him for the t; i 5 )
he time being, and bring the

soul under condemnation, and expose the body to the darts
of the (]E\'l]_'; and in this way many lose thui:?)] O I.“: F ﬂ.';[‘)
Ithe’pod.y, just as they do ‘their justification }C(? g i“”
_]lt?tizi;:?t_lonj before God means continued ob.eclicﬁgnlamf?::‘il
e gin Jesus; so with divi il i
think that we shall ne\'c?bglzégteedhizhgﬁ;.b“'lr.c ‘mu.St uof
take the Lord as our only Physician ¢ fos 0 ie.s, Zlfl:f_‘]‘ we
_1}‘11'ust_ his fiery darts at our hodies just :19 hle (t]“c de‘:ll. 2l
For sickness comes from the devil as jnlihe Ca:isf%m. ?D?IF:’
(Acts x. 38). But the Lord will not suffer } '-IO) %L
tempted above what we are able 1o hear i Iwe bi te tc; s
and do not disobey or doubt him. \\’er'uqthl?e'](‘he li {”']3
very life and health for our bhodies as:]n'é r'[‘n\f(,]vttﬁﬁ ?roii]lj

@ would remark just here, that Divine Healing and =
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And it is true of the body as of the soul, ** If we resist the
devil he will flee from us.” God said lo hispeople Israel
(Exodus xv., 26,) “If thou wilt diligently hearken to the
voice of the Lord thy God, and wilt do that which is right
in his sight; and wilt give ear to his commandments, and
keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon
thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians ; For 1 ax
THE Lorp THAT uratkri Toge,” literally Jehovah thy
Physician. God is stérnal and unchangeable; He was
the Healer of his peaple Israel, and he is the Healer of’
his people to-day, if they will believe it. We walk by
faith not by sight. ~ ** According to your faith be it unto
vow.” It may be easier for some to lrust an ungodly
doctor and his medicines, than the blessed divine
Saviour, who isall powerful and all loving, “ Who in the
days of his flesh went about doing good, healing all that
were oppressed of the devil,” (Acts x., 38); and whose
scompassion and power are just the same to-day as then ;
but to those who know him well, and have trusted and
proved him for both body and soul, He is infinitely more
preferable. “* Itis not a question of right or wrong as
much as of wecescify.  Surely, it we believe the Lord alone
will cure ws twe cannol meed auything more, Fesus s
enowgh.” Praise bis dear name. How strange that an)
of the Lord’s dear people should prefer to trust puny,
sinful man and his drugs, rather than the Almighty,
all-loving Saviour, who healed all that came to him when
here on ecarth, and who is just the same to-day.
Have you heard of his compassion,
When his work on earth began;
How he healed the worse diseases
That afflict the sons of men ;
Blindness, palsy, plague and fever,
At his bidding fled away ;
I'in glad to tell you sick ones,

He is just the same to-day.—Hep. xiii, &,
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